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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 7079 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, AF 

SUBJECT: AFGHANISTAN: DEATH OF MAIWANDWAL 

1. KABUL RADIO ANNOUNCED EVENING OCTOBER 1 THAT FORMER PRIME 
MINISTER MAIWANDWAL, ARRESTED SEPTEMBER 20 ON CHARGES OF ANTI- 
REGIME ACTIVITIES, HAD COMMITTED SUICIDE IN PRISON MORNING 
OCTOBER 1. REPORT SAID HE HAD HANGED HIMSELF BY MEANS OF NYLON 
CLOTH, BELT AND NECK TIE, APPARENTLY USING HIS BED AS MAKESHIFT 
GALLOWS. REPORT ADDED HE HAD DONE THIS BECAUSE "HE HAD ADMITTED 
PLOTTING AGAINST REPUBLICAN REGIME AND INVOLVEMENT IN FOREIGN 
ESPIONAGE AND COULD NOT FACE THE NATION." 

2. THERE IS SPECULATION HERE THAT MAIWANDWAL WAS KILLED RATHER 
THAN HAVING COMMITTED SUICIDE, OR PERHAPS DIED PREMATURELY UNDER 
TORTURE. WE BELIEVE REGIME WOULD HAVE PREFERRED MORE PUBLIC 
MEANS OF EXECUTION IN ORDER PLACE FEAR IN HEARTS OF OTHER WOULD- 
BE CONSPIRATORS. DOES NOT THEREFORE SEEM LIKELY THAT REGIME WOULD 
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HAVE ORDERED MAIWANDWAL KILLED IN THIS FASHION. IF. HOWEVER, 
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EVIDENCE AGAINST MAIWANDWAL WAS, CONTRARY TO GOVERNMENT'S 
ASSERTIONS OVER PAST TEN DAYS, INCOMPLETE AND INSUFFICIENT TO 
SUPPORT DEATH SENTENCE, IT CONCEIVABLE GOVERNMENT COULD HAVE 
RESORTED TO THIS ACTION. OUR TENTATIVE ESTIMATE, BASED UPON 
REASONING RATHER THAN FACTS WHICH UNAVAILABLE, IS THAT MAIWANDWAL 
DID MANAGE COMMIT SUICIDE BUT NOT NECESSARILY FOR REASONS ASCRIBED 
BY RADIO AFGHANISTAN. 

LEWIS 
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